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Abstract: The outdoor room is meant to be a private, intimate space that connects the 
interior of the house with the garden, providing an environment for relaxation and connection 
with nature. As in decorating the interior of a house, the purpose of decorating the outdoor room 
is to create, with a personal imprint, a place that can be called "home". Throughout history, 
garden and gardening have been, under different forms and modes of manifestation, both a 
necessity and a passion. Even though it is a relatively new concept, demand for outdoor rooms 
is increasing. The pace of life today pushes people more and more towards making the most out 
of moments of recreation and rest, and this kind of space is conducive to that. The surface on 
which an outdoor room is arranged is in most cases quite scarce, and this creates the real 
challenge for the landscaper; the principles of arrangement are the same as for large spaces.  
The adage "strong essences are kept in small bottles" is representative of the work presented 
here. The task at hand was to arrange an outdoor room for a recently renovated property, for 
which three variants have been proposed with three different styles. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
"If you don't have a library and a garden, you have nothing," Marcus T. Cicero 
said in the first century. Then why can't we imagine that a library can be brought into a 
garden?  This is the question this paper attempts to answer. Traditionally the garden 
tends to become a place of refuge, relaxation, rest, contemplation or even isolation 
from the turmoil of daily life. A new trend - a new concept - was born about three 
decades ago and has continued to evolve since: the "outdoor room". 
It all started from the desire to spend more of the free time at home, in a family 
environment, comfortable, without having to travel long distances to be in the middle 
of nature. 
The design of an outdoor room is a combination of reviving old gardening 
traditions and developing new ones. 
Over time, homeowners wanted the improvements in spaces around their 
homes to become more “art”, to look better, to follow a concept, to have a style, to be 
more functional and aesthetic, and finally enjoyable for their time with family and 
friends or guests. The intensity of use of this space must be taken into account. 
Outdoor rooms can be used occasionally, weekly, or even daily, therefore the facilities 
will also take this aspect into account. One key aspect is purpose for which the outdoor 
room space will be used. It can be anything: a space for relaxation, a play space for children, 
or for receiving guests and organizing small events. Another aspect to take into account 
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is the maximum number of people who will use the outdoor room, because the type 
and dimensions of furniture will be determined based on that. Finally, the time of day 
when the outdoor room will be used most often will dictate the type of lighting used - a 
crucial element in giving the space its unique character. 
The purpose of the outdoor room will become even more apparent (relaxation, 
dining, play or even work) based on its location: the yard around the house, the porch, 
terrace, the lodge, the balcony, the veranda, the pergola, the umbrella (Bower), 
the platform (deck), the kiosk (gazebo). 
To turn this into reality, the art and science will be combined in the landscape 
architect’s imagination. But how could such an outdoor room look like? A simple 
green space, a room outside for relaxation and rest, or a combination of these? 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS  
 
Fig. 1. The initial situation of the properties 
(source: original) 
 
Following in-depth discussions with the owners, it was decided to build an 
outdoor room in the garden of their property. Located in a single-family neighborhood, 
the property has been recently renovated, resulting in some level of degradation of the 
green space. The owners wanted to increase the green space by demolishing an old, 
decommissioned garage. One noteworthy details is that the yard was to be used by 
three generations; thus the owners were presented with three different variants of 
layout, namely classic, romantic and minimalist. The first visit concluded with a 
comprehensive analysis consisting of observations on the current state of the 
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vegetation, measurements, photographs and various sketches.
vegetation was also carried out, keeping in mind that this aspect was not quantitatively 
and aesthetically significant. 
It was decided to locate the outdoor room in the back of the prop
sense of intimacy; access can be gained through a door leading directly to the yard.
Fig. 2. Quoted plan, the initial situation of the vegetation, the initial and proposed green 
space surfaces (source
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Fig. 3. Shadow study between June and September
(source: original
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To best understand the characteristics of the space, between June and 
September an analysis of shading of the target area was carried out, a critical aspect for 
establishing the proposed vegetation and carrying out the project.
and observations were of great importance in deciding the planning solutions and 
carrying out the draft proposals. 
 
RESULTS AND D
 
The first proposal is a classic-style
property is contoured by straight lines resulting in simple geometric shapes with sharp 
angles. For this reason the constructive part of the classical 
was thought of in an organic, irregular form.
of 100 square meters, paved with mosaic tiles resulting in a pattern formed by
lines. The colors used would be neutral, not strong, so 
 
Fig. 4. Classic style outdoor room
(source: original
 
The focal point of the arrangement will be a circular fire pit with a diameter of 
5 meters, with seating provided around it. The area of the fire 
the ground level. The proposed furniture is made of wrought iron, characteristic of the 
classical style furnishings and consisting of a table with chairs and a bench.
bench will be placed a low, round table with a glass top.
installed an umbrella of the same color as the decorative pillows placed around the fire 
pit. The decorative objects proposed are colored pillows and a cage, elements specific 
to the classical style. Another element that emphasizes the proposed style are the stone 
amphorae placed from place to place on the edge of the layout.
The second proposal is a romantic style
according to its definition, appears as a reaction against classicism and its formal rules.
Romanticism promotes freedom of expression, the cult of nature, lyricism, and fantasy.
It is also characterized by sensitivity, melancholy, and dreaming
imagination go beyond reason. This layout 
between man and nature. The number of plant species and varieties used will be higher 
compared to the classical version. The outdoor room in this case would be a 
pergola with a tile roof; when used during rainy
stronger feeling of romance. In its immediate vicinity a wooden swing will be placed
and next to it an old, perhaps antique, lamp on the floor to give an extra romantic 
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imprint. Specific to this style are the wall light 
decorative objects. In order to accentuate its natural inspiration, a winding alley made 
of irregularly shaped stone slabs placed on a bed of river gravel will be installed
  
Fig. 5. Romantic style proposal
(source: original
The third proposed layout is in a minimalist 
of the younger generation.  
Following the total renovation of the property, the interior has been remodel
in a more modern style than before. The exterior design should be a natural 
continuation of the interior design. Also, space maintenance is very important
minimalist style requires lower maintenance, having a simple, airy, tidy appearance, 
with well-contoured lines and limited number of decorative objects.
The arrangement consists of the placement of a treated oak deck
with an irregular but geometric shape (envisioned area of 62 square meters).
will be mounted on 15-centimeter high support legs.
sprinkled river gravel with a diameter of about 4
of the platform, and the grassy surface of the rest of the yard around it can be easily 
maintained. In the sharp corner of the platform a fire pit of concrete and stone will be 
located. The furniture chosen is all modern, made from recyclable materials, namely 
wooden pallets. The table will be covered with glass to facilitate its use.
umbrella mounted on wooden pillars, anchored
The vegetation proposed for this arrangement will not be very abundant and 
varied, to suggest minimalism. The grassy areas will dominate.
 
Fig. 6. Minimalist style proposal: plan, rende
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
Given the pace of life today, leisure time is becoming shorter and shorter and it 
must be pleasantly spent. Therefore, more and more such spaces - connecting man and 
nature right at home - are needed. Moving to a place where nature can be admired will 
no longer be a problem. If the space around the outdoor room provides a proper 
landscape, things are simple. Otherwise, the landscaper is the one who has to create 
this background that suggests a landscape in the middle of nature right by one’s home. 
At the same time, it must be taken into account that an outdoor room is an extension of 
the living space, so the connection between it and the outside must be seamless. The 
pleasure and comfort offered by the outdoor room must be characterized by the word 
"home". The compositional elements and principles remain the basic tools in the 
design of such a proposal. 
The success of an outdoor room does not depend on its “luxury” aspect or its 
size. If the wishes and needs of those who use it are met, the goal has been reached. In 
addition to the version presented in this paper, it is understood that the outdoor room 
can also be created as an exotic, asian-type space for non-conformist people and that 
uses symbols: woman-man, vertical-horizontal, mountain-valley, water-fire, or 
designed in accordance with Feng Shui principles in which all aspects and elements 
that are not in harmony should be abandoned in favor of creating a space in full 
harmony. 
Given the increase in demand for such spaces, it can be concluded that man 
needs nature, regardless of the rapid steps with which humanity evolves. 
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